
Romans 12:1 And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you 
to give your bodies to God because of all He has done for you.            
Let them be a living and holy sacrifice - the kind He will find                    
acceptable.  This is truly the way to worship Him.                         NLT 

4. Loving the people God puts around us, especially the difficult ones 
… “is truly the way to ______________ Him.” 

5. It helps to see that the Greek language has 4 words for “Love:” 

 a. Eros: _____________ love 

 b. Storgé: _____________ love 

 c. Philia: Strong ________________ or like 

 d. Agapé: _____________ love - a love with                                    
  no conditions 

6. Jesus is calling us to function as God’s children.  This means we are 
to be different from the world around us—to spread His 
_________.   

7. “Do not waste your time bothering whether you love your neigh-
bor; act as if you do.  As soon as we do this, we find one of the 
great secrets.  When you are behaving as if you love someone, you 
will presently come to love them.”      

                                                         C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

8. ___________ love is what separates us from the way the world 
acts.  If we love only those that we like, “big deal, even dogs do 
that.” 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 

9. Love is something you do without being ___________________ by 
the one receiving your acts              of love.  You can do this be-
cause you aren’t doing it                         for the recipient.  You are 
doing it for Christ. 

 

 

 

The Greatest Sermon Ever Taught 

Matthew 5:43-48 

Salt in Action 

Matthew 5:13    “You are the salt of the earth.  But what good is salt 
if it has lost its flavor.  Can you make it salty again?  It will be thrown 
out and trampled underfoot as worthless. 

Matthew 5:43  “You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your           
neighbor’ and hate your enemy.    44  But I say, love your enemies!’  
Pray for those who persecute you!    45  In that way, you will be acting 
as true children of your Father in heaven.  For He gives His sunlight         
to both the evil and the good, and He sends rain on the just and the 
unjust alike.    46   If you love only those that love you, what reward is 
there in that?  Even corrupt tax collectors do that much.    47   If you 
are kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone else?  
Even pagans do that.    48   But you are to be perfect, even as your         
Father in heaven is perfect.   NLT 

1.  Loving people you don’t like is one of the most difficult       
challenges in our Christian walk.  It’s also one of the greatest 
_________  __________. 

Romans 5:6-8 

2. There’s a big difference between like and love. 

 a. Like is a _________ … an identification with someone. 

 b. Love is an _____________.  It’s something you do.                           
 You do love. 

 

3. Obviously, choosing to love the people God puts or permits 
around us, demands that we choose to sacrifice our 
________________. 

 

Lesson #17 


